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Monopoly Power 


Between The Lines often speaks 
of the power of monopolies that 
tends more to destroy capitalism 
and free enterprise than does 
socialism or communism, Much 
that we have said is further sub- 
stantiated by statements issued in 
an address some time ago by the 
Honorable Wendell Berge, Assist- 
ant Attorney General of the Unit- 
ed States, who has been particu- 
larly active in the prosecution of 
anti-trust violations. Excerpts from 
Mr. Berge’s analysis are presented 
here with the hope that they will 
receive careful study. Tremendous 
forces and the shaping of future 
events are interwoven with the 
facts here presented: 


Regimentation Under Cartels 

A cartel, as well as an agency of 
state, may seek to impose control 
and direction of am industry. Yet 
no government agency has ever 
gone as far in regimenting busi- 
ness as have private cartels. A su- 
preme authority subject to no ju- 
dicial review or public responsi- 
bility issues licenses to a trade, 
keeps cut persons it does not 
want, assigns particular operations 
to different companies, divides 
markets and territories among the 
elect, allocates quotas for produc- 
tion, sets up rigid schedules of 
prices, and, in fact, decrees a pri- 
vate code of laws, In its decisions 
only the seller is represented; the 
consumer is stripped of all the 
rights he possesses in the open 
market, If any government should 
attempt to do such things—ex- 
clude firms from the industry, 
carve their markets as proprietary 
domains, fix the conditions under 
which a firm could carry on, place 
floors beneath which prices could 
not fall—you can imagite the hue 
and cry which would arise. 

Any national administration 
which persisted in such arbitrary 
action would be driven from office 
immediately. Yet far greater 
powers than any we are unwilling 
to entrust to government are as- 
sumed daily by combinations of 
large corporations. Not only is the 
range of regulation greater; it is 
exercised in secret, without a pub- 
lic record. The power is wielded 
away from public knowledge, not 
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A GIFT FOR AWARENESS 


Suppose you heard that this year you can make a gift of 
insight, understanding and vision to the loved ones you wish to 
remember at Christmas. A very remarkable gift indeed! And 
yet, read the columns that follow this announcement, and see 
why a gift of a year’s subscription to BETWEEN THE LINEs has 
meant just that to thousands of readers in the past. It’s inexpen- 
sive and convenient, too. You need but send us the name and ad- 
dress of each person to receive a year’s subscription, together 
with a dollar for each. We do the rest, sending a greeting card 
announcing your gift. 











AYBE OFFICIALLY THE WAR HASN’T BEEN DECLARED 
OVER YET, but what is left of it is certainly full of contra- 
dictions. A new United States Army European headquarters policy 
states that hatred of Germans by Army occupational soldiers will no 
longer be tolerated! 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


rr TO THE LEFT. More significant than the Republican vic- 

tory in the United States was the recent victory of the commu- 
nists in France and Italy. The whole United States-British strategy has 
been to draw a line between the Anglo-American dominated West 
and the Russian-dominated East and to have that line by all means in- 
clude France and Italy on our side. That strategy has been badly upset. 

The American press played down these communist victories and 
thus the American people are not aware of the great shift now going 
on behind the scenes. The effort to make America think that Russian 
agents put over these results is an absolute falsehood. Newsmen fa- 
miliar with the situation are saying that the people of France and 
Italy have lost confidence in the ability of Britain and America to 
help them and in the capitalistic system as well. They see their only 
hope for bread in a program of socialization that will organize their 
resources for the use of all the people and not solely for the benefit 
of the old aristocracies. This means the liquidation of the French and 
Italian landed and industrial aristocrats whom the American and 
British policy makers have been trying to protect and perpetuate. In 
Italy this aristocracy supported Mussolini, in France it cooperated with 
the nazis. Italian and French spokesmen in America are saying that 
British and American efforts to shield these aristocracies has done 
more to promote communism among the hungry and disgusted French 
and Italian people than have all of Russia’s propaganda and local 
communist efforts combined. 

Also, you can hardly imagine what an upset this political turn- 
over has meant to the Roman Catholic Church—to have the commu- 
nists win out in the two countries where the Church is supposed to be 
the strongest! These now discredited industrial and landed aristo- 
crats have been the particular darlings of the Catholic Church,—they 
have also been chief supports of the Church. 

Those who control our news may keep these facts and their sig- 
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Power for the West 


Thomas Stokes, prominent news- 
man of the Scripps Howard press, 
recently returned from a tour of 
inquiry on the West Coast. He 
gave the following report which 
—believe it or not—appeared in 
such big eastern dailies as the 
New York World Telegram, cer- 
tainly no left-wing paper! 

Said Mr. Stokes of the indus- 
trial development in the West: 
“Underneath [this industrial] de- 
velopment] is the conflict between 
philosophies of government. Here 
{in the West] that chiefly con- 
cerns public power. The average 
voter seems no more conscious of 
it than he does of the miracle of 
light when he punches the switch 
in his home. But there are some 
who realize its significance. They 
may be described thus: 

“Private power interests, most- 
ly subsidiaries of big Eastern 
groups, and banking and financial 
interests tied in with them. Govy- 
ernment power authority Officials, 
who watch the increasingly vigor- 
ous fight of the first group against 
further public power expansion, 
Those who want to seize the oppor- 
tunity offered by creation of war 
industries to build up the Pacific 
coast industrially. This group in- 
cludes many men running for 
public office in this section. Cheap 
power is the key to industrializa- 
tion of the Pacific Coast. 

“Big Eastern interests have 
discouraged independent, locally 
financeqd development of the West, 
as well as the South. People out 
here, as in the South, describe 
themselves, ironically, as colonial] 
dependents of the East. These 
dominant Eastern interests are as 
vitally interested in the present 
upsurge against further expansion 
of the public power as are the pri- 
vate companies directly affected.” 

We might add to Mr. Stokes’ 
words that now these Eastern 
financial interests are almost com- 
pletely in the saddle. The recent 
election sweeps threw out most 
of the political figures who be- 
lieve power resources should be 
under government direction in- 
stead of private monopolies, and 
as a result, there will no doubt 
come a deepening of the roots of 
contro] of Western industrial life 
by the Eastern financial powers. 








Monopoly Power 
(continued) 


subject in any way to the public 
interest. This pattern of control 
extends to the essentials of life 
—foodstuffs, housing, railroad 
transportation, iron and_ steel, 
heavy metals, chemicals, and 
many other commodities and serv- 
ices. 

And under the jurisdiction of 
these private governments, it hap- 
pens that goods are often not 
sold separately but in combina- 
tion. To get the things you want, 
you have to buy the things you do 
not want. Could any public gov- 
ernment endure which openly 
avowed such a policy? These 
private governments withhold in- 
ventions from use and even arrest 
experimental work until all the 
profits can be sucked out of old 
processes and outmoded equip- 
ment, Again, would any public 
government which openly indulged 
in such practices be tolerated by 
the American people? 


Free Economy 


Under a truly free economy de- 
cision as to what shal] be produc- 
ed and where it shall be produced, 
where and how goods shall be 
marketed, what prices shall be 
charged, would be determined not 
by a government agency nor by a 
group of industrialists exercising 
monopoly power. Such decisions 
should be made by the competi- 
tive activities of businessmen 
themselves, and in no case should 
the choice of a single producer or 
distributor be controlling. If some 
enterprising and courageous busi- 
nessman is willing to gamble his 
money or his judgment attempt- 
ing to produce a better and 
cheaper article than any made by 
existing concerns, he is typifying 
the very essence of the competi- 
tive system. If the industrialists 
already in a business cannot com- 
pete successfully with newcomers 
under a system of a “fair field 
and no favors,’ they are con- 
demned to failure by their owr ar- 
guments. It is more than incon- 
sistent to demand a free economy 
on the one hand, and yet advocate 
measures of private restrictive 
contro] on the other. Such self- 
contradiction bespeaks unmistak- 
ably a willingness, if not indeed 
a desire, to abandon the historic 
foundations of free enterprise. 


Political Support 


The anti-trust laws are more 
than fifty years old. Their strict 
enforcement has been pledged by 
both major political parties in 
every party platform since 1900, 
in which year the Republican plat- 
form practically restated the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act and 
claimed credit for its enactment. 
In the mext three platforms, the 
Republican Party went even fur- 
ther in its pledges of enforcement, 
and in 1916 it declared that “all 
who violate the laws in regula- 
tion of business should be indi- 
vidually punished.” As late as 
1936, the Republican platform car- 
ried a pronouncement that “pri- 
vate monopoly is indefensible and 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


nificance from the American people, but they can’t keep such matters 
from drastically influencing American policy. 


MO2°8rE WAR GUILT TRIALS. The failure of the Allies to bring 

to trial the real nazi war criminals—the great German indus- 
trialists and financiers who backed Hitler—has raised such a cloud of 
protest that some action at last has apparently been decided upon. 
One or two German industrialists (out of a known four hundred) are 
now to be tried. British and American War Department publicity is 
giving them Hollywood billing as the “greatest single power behind 
the German war machine.” We can watch these trials that begin next 
month with hope in our hearts that at last the men who really backed 
the nazis may be brought to justice, in spite of the efforts of their 
world-wide partners in international monopolistic circles to protect 


them. 


RUUNG FAMILIES. Two items in recent reports in American 
financial news reveal the interwoven strength and control of a 
few very rich families: 

The E. I. du Pont Investment Company of New York City, hold- 
ing company of the du Pont family which controls the chemical, 
munitions and plastics businesses in America, announced its nine 
months’ profits from various investment sources. Included in these 
profits were $17,500,000 worth of dividends on General Motors stocks. 
For just a nine month period! Beside this, du Pont announced a nine 
months’ profit of $65,000,000 from other companies, many of which, 
the report says, “are not wholly owned by us.” Note the use of the 
words “not wholly owned by us,” which is another way of saying, “in 
which we have the controlling interests.” 

About the same time, the Mellon family’s banking and invest- 
ment officials announced that the family, which already controls the 
aluminum and much of the other light metal industry in America, 
was Offering for sale a block of holdings in the Gulf Oil Corporation, 
to the tune of about 400,000 shares, worth many millions of dollars. 

So here are just two families, nice folks to be sure, who have in 
their hands interlocking control over chemicals, plastics, munitions, 
aluminum and light metal monopolies, plus extensive controls in the 
automobile, oil and other industries. You can see what is meant when 
people speak of furthering the progress of our democracy along eco- 
nomic lines! 


HE REPUBLICAN VICTORY. If you want to see the way we 
are going as a nation, keep your eye on these developments: 

The switch that is now taking place over the country, from lead- 
ership by the Democrats to leadership by the Republicans, does not 
change the fundamental problems underlying our entire economic 
system. The worst depression this country has ever known came dur- 
ing the term in office of the party now rising to power. That wasn’t 
long ago, and many of the party leaders who ruled behind the scenes 
then are still in control. 

And along with this keep in mind the false conception that the 
Democratic Party solved the problem of unemployment. The Demo- 
crats were slipping badly over their failure to meet the unemployment 
question when the war came, with its false prosperity that shed a 
deceptive glamour over our entire national leadership structure—gla- 
mour that faded pitifully when the war ended. 

Those who say that one man, Roosevelt, created that glamour 
need only look back and imagine what would have happened if there 
had been no war and twelve million men or more continued to be out 
oi work in 1940 and 1944. It was as Europe began desperately to gird 
for war in late ’38 and in ’39 that we began to ease out of our eco- 
nomic stalemate as a result of orders that poured in from abroad for 
steel, guns, trucks, planes and ships. 

Now we are going to be moving back slowly to the same set of 
economic problems that beset us before the war. That this is fully 
realized in many quarters is evidenced by the significant struggle 
going on within the Republican Party. The younger, more progressive 
Republican leaders, in league with the younger, more progressive 
business leaders of the nation, see in the present situation a chance to 
lead America into the greatest era of progress and prosperity this 
ation, or the world, has ever known. They believe that America can 
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Monopoly Power 
(continued) 
intolerable.” During all those 
years the Democratic Party was 
No less vigorous in its pledges of 

support. 
Monopoly Is Not Capitalism 

In showing that many leaders 
who believe in capitalism do ‘not 
believe in monopolistic capitalism, 
Mr. Berge pointed out: 

Not so long ago a distinguished 
committee composed of the edi- 
tors of Time, Life and Fortune 
undertook a comprehensive study 
of ‘‘America and the Future” with 
particular reference to the post- 
War era. This committee, after 
two years of work, came to grips 
with these basic questions: “How 
a policy of freedom can be vig- 
orously applied at home (1) to en- 
courage millions of enterprising 
men and women; (2) to stimulate 
productive investment; (3) to at- 
tack monopolies; (4) to make free 
markets freer; and (5) by these 
means, plus intelligent use of gov- 
ernment fiscal power, to maintain 
employment.” 

The committee reached the fol- 
lowing conclusion: 

“Monopolies must be prosecuted. 
The Sherman Act has been on the 
books for 53 years. The United 
States is the only big country that 
has such a law (intelligent Eng- 
lishmen wish they had one) and 
it is deeply imbedded in American 
beliefs. But it was sadly neglect- 
ed in enforcement until Thurman 
Arnold came along. And a truly 
liberal post-war government 
should enforce it not only with all 
of Arnoid’s zeal, but with more 
consistency and system. 

“A thorough campaign against 
monopolies will require great skill 
and courage, for vested interests 
of every kind stand in the way. 
Moreover, its victims will point 
out (what is perfectly true) that 
a 100 per cent free market is an 
illusory ideal that never existed... 
But if the government’s anti-trust 
policy is realistic as well as ag- 
gressive, it can revive competi- 
tion in many markets where it 
has needlessly declined. It can also 
bring a downward pressure on 
those ‘administered’ prices which 
are too high for maximum vol- 
ume.” 

Moreover, it is interesting to ob- 
serve that some kind of monopoly 
declaration is contained in nearly 
every post-war plan submitted to 
the public. Thus it appears from 
a continuous body of testimony de- 
veloped throughout the past half 
century that in principle there is 
no division of political or economic 
opinion on the essential wisdom of 
the anti-trust laws. 

Opportunity and Competition 

Opportunity for a businessman, 
no matter how ingenious or well 
financed or daring he may be, to 
enter any of the hundred or so 
basic industries in this country, 
should not be at the mercy and 
patronage of the three or four 
companies controlling the entire 
industry. In other words, unless 
the monopolies are checked, com- 
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Monopoly Power 
(continued) 


petition will have ceased to exist 
in this country. 

Unfortunately the men who are 
in control of these huge concen- 
trations of economic power use 
their private power in a way which 
would be unthinkable of public 
power within the framework of 
democratic government. If the na- 
tion wanted to impose a sales tax 
of one-half of one per cent and 
thereby decrease the people’s pur- 
chasing power, the question would 
be publicly debated for months. 
There would be long discussion and 
hearings and those who took the 
action would be held accountable 
for it. On the other hand, if the 
great industries subject to mon- 
opoly and cartel control wish to 
raise their prices ten per cent, 
there is no public debate, there 
is no hearing for those who may 
pay the exaction, and those who 
lay the burden need acknowledge 
no public responsibility, 

The American public has be- 
come acutely aware in _ recent 
years of the power exercised by 
international cartels. These car- 
tels were used, by Germany in 
particular, as a means of waging 
economic warfare during the years 
preceding the outbreak of military 
hostilities. The record is replete 
with illustrations of how Germar 
industrialists exacted agreements 
from American industrialists 
which had the purpose and intent 
of restricting American prepara- 
tiom for war. 


Concentration of Control vs. 
Opportunity 


We can read the lesson of re- 
cent history and learn that if we 
are to have an expanding economy 
with a rising standard of living in 
the years immediately ahead, we 
must break up existing cartel ar- 
rangements and _ prevent’ the 
growth of new ones and the re- 
sumption of those pre-war cartels 
which of necessity were suspended 
during the war. We have learned 
also that if we are to preserve the 
essential characteristics of what 
has been called the American way 
of life, we must reverse the trend 
toward concentration of the pri- 
vate control of industry and open 
again the paths of opportunity to 
independent entrepreneurs, to the 
veterans; in short, to the many 
men and women throughout the 
country who only want a fair 
chance to make their individual 
contribution to our national well- 
being. 

The anti-trust laws are an im- 
portant factor in the accomplish- 
ment of these objectives. Enforce- 
ment of the anti-trust laws is 
not an attack on business. Indeed, 
it is quite the opposite. And an 
anti-trust suit is not a contest be- 
tween government and business. 
Rather, it presents an issue he- 
tween those businessmen who want 
a free market and those who want 
a privately controlled market so 
long as they can sit at the seats 
of control. The anti-trust laws do 
not involve any plan of govern- 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 


SHARING 










Give Thanks 
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\ feasting - but in 


Sharing ~ 











With all the sorrow and sacrifice the war has brought to America, we 
are yet lodged on a pinnacle of good fortune and abundance in contrast to 


other peoples. In fact, the rest of the world is so impoverished and hungry 
that much hatred can be generated against America if we flaunt our con- 
tinued prosperity while other men watch us with hollow eyes as their chil- 
dren starve. Everywhere the Christian conscience is whispering in the Amer- 
ican ear, “Be worthy of these blessings or you will be betrayed by them.” 
But will we hear the voice? When we feast at Thanksgiving, will we — 
the burning eyes of hungry men and women and children on us.. 
will we resolve to share as well as feast? Only then will our Thanksgivi "ing 
have a deeper meaning and its joy linger longer. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


thus check and possibly reverse the world-wide swing toward state 
socialism. 

This younger Republican leadership believes that the party should 
foilow through on the best things the New Deal did (social security, 
public health programs, regulation of monopolies, banking and se- 
curities), but that it should avoid the bureaucratic fumbling and inept 
experimenting that characterized so much of the New Deal’s efforts. 
These forward-looking Republicans would strengthen the good ele- 
ments in labor leadership and unionism while they sought by reason- 
able legislation to check the racketeering and radical elements in 
labor’s ranks; they would promote a sympathetic attitude toward a 
rising wage scale for the American worker, even to exceed merely 
meeting the rising costs of living, in the belief that the American 
worker and his spending consumer power is the secret of American 
capitalistic progress. They would encourage industry to take a smaller 
profit on each unit turnover and to pay a higher share to labor in the 
belief that such a process would increase the wage earner’s purchasing 
power, increase his standard of living and thus promote a much 
gieater turnover of goods, resulting in the maintenance of a profit- 
able situation for management with infinitely greater security and 
stabilization for the future. 

Harold Stassen and Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon, as spokes- 
men for the progressive Republicans, have voiced many of these con- 
cepts and have thus become objects of scorn in the view of the con- 
servative Republicans who so far control policy making and who con- 
stitute the other side of this struggle within the party. 

These GOP conservative bosses adhere strictly to the concept of 
capitalism as an economic free-for-all. They believe that the strong 
should be permitted to enhance their strength, even if they must 
devour the weak as a necessary part to the survival of the fittest and 
as an expected fruit of competition, These conservatives believe that 
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Monopoly Power 
(continued) 


ment regulations or direction of 
business, Indeed, their purpose is 
quite the opposite, They contem- 
plate a minimum of government 
regulation, with businessmen 
themselves free to make the im- 
portant decisions regarding pro- 
duction, distribution and price. In 
this aspect the anti-trust laws sim- 
ply seek to protect the freedom of 
the market against the aggres- 
sions of those whose operations 
would interfere with the free func- 
tioning of our capitalistic system 
as it was intended to function, 


Loan Agreement Broken 


The Associated Press reports 
that the United States has already 
been forced to protest to the Brit- 
ish government about violations 
of the British promises made in 
obtaining the four billion dollar 
loan. These violations, it is 
charged, have occurred in connec- 
tion with the recent’ British- 
Argentine economic agreement—a 
pact that is designed to some ex- 
tent to block out Uniteq States 
trade in preference to British 
goods. 


Progress 


The Standard Oi] Company and 
its affiliated companies, (Humble 
Oil Company of Texas, Standard 
of New Jersey, etc.) recently an- 
nounced a policy of paying to all 
its employees, except executives, 
a monthly bonus or allowance to 
cover the increased cost of living. 
The payments are voluntary on the 
part of the company and do not 
change basic wages or salaries. 

Think of all the strikes that 
could have been prevented, the 
weeks of costly and bitter strife 
after which management grudg- 
ingly increased wage demands 
made because of rising living 
costs, if management had taken 
this enlightened position. Think 
of the good will that would have 
been generated, the cooperation en- 
gendered . .. would it not nave 
paid both labor and management’? 

Christian sharing is good busi- 
ness! 


The Other Side 
Czechoslovakia Today 


The hate-Russia propagandists 
get a wide hearing in America, 
but first-hand reports which tend 
to take a different live come less 
to the public’s attention, Such a 
report was written by Dr. Kenneth 
D. Miller, president of the New 
York City Mission Society. The 
report received some publicity, es- 
pecially in church circles, but was 
suppressed or ignored in many 
quarters. 

Dr. Miller, on a recent visit to 
Czechoslovakia, had an interview 
with the distinguished Czech 
statesman, Dr. Eduard Benes. In 
this interview, Dr. Benes denied 
the report that Czechoslovakia has 
a communist government which 
follows the Moscow line. Dr. Benes 
pointed out that the Czech people 
gave the communists only 38 per 
cent of the vote in recent elec- 
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The Other Side 


(continued) 
tions; he asserted that his country 
is independent of Russian influence 
and that his personal belief in de- 
mocracy and freedom has not 
changed, 

Dr, Benes also said that Czecho- 
slovakia had formed an alliance 
with Russia because of the fear of 
possible aggression on the part of 
a revived Germany, and he re- 
minded his interviewer that the 
Russian treaty guaranteed that 
there should be no interference 
with the internal affairs of Czecho- 
slovakia. He emphatically denied 
that there is a Russian army in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Germany Under Russia 

Dr. S. C. Micheifelder, official of 
the World Lutheran Federation 
who has just recently returned 
from visiting Lutheran work in 
the Russian zone of occupation in 
Germany, reports that relief sup- 
plies are being freely distributed 
and that there has been no Rus- 
sian obstruction to church relief 
activities. The newspapers in the 
zone are running big headlines 
about church relief agencies and 
their work, he said. 

Paid Glorification 

A publicity campaign deliberate- 
ly planned to glamorize the Army 
Air Force and hide its blunders 
was carried out under the direc- 
tion of professional press agents 
and advertising experts, charged 
Senator Elbert D. Thomas of 
Utah, head of the Military Affairs 
Committee. 

“Other branches of the armed 
forces did the same thing on al- 
most as huge a scale,” said the 
Senator. “So did individual gen- 
erals and admirals. Moreover, 
newspaper ‘correspondents’ were 
made part of the vast propaganda 
machine, They became ‘publicity 
men’ for the particular comman- 
der to whom they were attached. 
They pictured him as an-ever-vic- 
torious genius, a superman who 
never made mistakes. It all be- 
came a world-wide back-scratch- 
ing game, with everyone coopera- 
ting to glorify and cover up.” 

Mr. Thomas declared that one 
effect of all this artificial ‘‘news” 
reporting about military person- 
nel and actions was to cover up 
mistakes — mistakes which some- 
times cost plenty of American 
lives. 

Every branch of the service had 
its genuine heroes, its glorious 
achievements. The plain, unvar- 
nished facts would undoubtedly 
have been as exciting as the 
whipped-up whoop-de-do. 

A case in point is the story of 
one of the first war heroes, flier 
Colin Kelly. Kelly was reported to 
have died in a suicide dive into the 
Japanese battleship Haruna. Re- 
ports from General MacArthur’s 
headquarters in the Philippines 
said that tre Haruna was sunk as 
a result of Kelly’s action. Later 
news reports from the Philippines 
tel! of the “positive identification” 
of Kelly’s body, buried in Manila. 
Three years after the reported 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


depressions are a natural part of the order of the years in a capi- 
talistic system, a theory that is often expressed in big business circles. 
They hate all labor organizations and have and will fight all labor 
leadership, good or bad. They believe that public health, medicine, 
social security—all of these things—should rest entirely on the fate of 
the individual and that the state should assume no responsibility for 
the care of the unfortunate, the weak or the aged. “If charity is need- 
ed, let it be charity,” is their social philosophy. The representatives of 
these interests in Congress have fought a// forms of progressive leg- 
islation along this line,—the moderate, progressive reforms as well 
as the highly socialized programs of the extreme liberals in the New 
Deal administration. 

If the control of the Republican Party continues in these hands 
and becomes represented in a national administration, the revolt 
against such leadership, when it finally comes, will undoubtedly toss 
this country into some form of state socialism such as now exists in 
England, Sweden and other countries where capitalism has survived 
only as it has been able to accept new forms and new concepts. 

Naturally this struggle within GOP ranks must be consummated 
before the national election in 1948. If the Democratic Party remains 
moribund in its split between traditional Southern conservatism and 
big labor leadership, which has tried to promote its program through 
the party platform, whatever Republican candidate emerges will be 
elected. Hence, the great significance of the struggle now occurring 
within the Republican ranks. 


PROGRESSIVE ATTITUDE APPARENT. A hopeful slant on the 

strength of the progressive approach in big business circles, in 
spite of the continued stranglehold of a few powerful financial and 
industrial interests, is indicated by statements recently made by the 
head of the world’s largest soap corporation, Charles Luckman, presi- 
dent of Lever Brothers Company, urged American business to estab- 
lish as its objective at least a 100 per cent higher standard of living 
for wage earners in the next generation. 

“But we cannot stop there,” he said. “Annual wages, increased 
security against the hazards of life, shorter hours of work, and in- 
creased opportunities for education and recreation—these too must 
come to pass for your customers and for ours if we are to prosper.” 

The public has come to think of business as an entity opposed to 
“everything that spells greater security, well being, and peace of mind 
for the little guy,” said Mr. Luckman, because, in fighting for the 
preservation of free enterprise as opposed to a planned economy, 
business failed to make constructive suggestions that would reassure 
the average wage earner. 

“The only way he [the average citizen] will support our method 
of doing business is if we satisfy him that we of business intend that 
system to work progressively well for him,” he warned. 

The soap manufacturer also warned business against complacency 
because of the Republican landslide. He said that if business again 
becomes indifferent to human welfare, the people again will revolt. 

So, while as a whole big business fights all wage boosts, annual 
wage proposals, etc., and calls anybody a communist who doesn’t 
agree with it, yet from within its own ranks are emerging those who 
are leading out for a new day of economic understanding. If this lead- 
ership prevails, the future will be very hopeful; if it is pushed aside, 
either by those factions of business which will not share, or by the ele- 
ments in big labor which will not surrender their philosophy of bit- 
terness, revenge and violence, the future will be a troubled one. 


“TEACHER SHORTAGE. The whole American educational system 

is in grave danger due to the fact that teachers have been and still 
are quitting in great numbers and able young prospects in the teach- 
ers colleges are rejecting the profession, according to information 
from educational associations. Such groups as the Carnegie Founda- 
tion for the Advancement of Teaching charge that continued low 
wages in a time of high living costs are wrecking our educational 
system. 

It has become the fashion for politicians to cut education ex- 
penditures first of all in their drive for economy—the last place where 
the country can afford to economize. Billions for war, millions for 
wasteful political pork-barreling, but cut down on the schools is a 
widespread procedure over the country. 


Paid Glorification 


(continued) 


sinking, the Japanese battleship 
Haruna was found still afloat. The 
established truth is that Kelly was 
shot down by Japanese planes near 
his home airfield, after he had re- 
turned from his attack on the 
Haruna. The facts make Kelly no 
less a hero than the fable did. Why 
was the false story told to the 
American people? 


Die Without Killing 


Mohandas K. Gandhi has shown 
the steel in his makeup by a com- 
ment in his paper Harijan when a 
report, perhaps false, reached him 
that one of the non-violent Indian 
resisters in South Africa, strug- 
gling against color segregation, 
had been beaten to death by white 
thugs. Saying he was at once sad 
and glad, Gandhi went on: 

“Such a resister must be ready 
to die with a smile on his face 
without retaliation and without 
rancor in his heart. To win inde- 
pendence you have to learn the art 
of dying without killing.”—W.P. 


Strikeless Sweden 


A brief survey of today’s Sweden 
in World Report for October 22, 
reveals that the Swedish labor 
unions have an automatic agree- 
ment with management for wage 
increases whenever the cost of 
living index advances so many 
points. Sweden has had practically 
no strikes for years. Industria] re- 
lations there are far in advance 
of those in America. For several 
years Sweden has been under a la- 
bor government with a socialized 
program that has abolished prac- 
tically all poverty and has pre- 
vented wealth from becoming con- 
centrated in the hands of a few. 


Public Power 


“Trend Toward Public Owner- 
ship of Electric Utilities,” a book- 
let by R. E, McDonnell of the 
Burns and McDonnell Engineering 
Company of Kansas City, Missouri, 
offers an up-to-date, authoritative 
picture of the public ownership 
issue. 

The booklet points out that dur- 
ing the last year 110 cities acquired 
their own utility plants, making 
the total such cities in the United 
States, 3,481, whereas none went 
from public ownership to private 
ownership. Other cities now study- 
ing public power projects are St. 
Paul, Minnesota; Omaha, Nebras- 
ka; Tucson, Arizona; Buffalo, New 
York; Daytona Beach, Florida; 
Tampa, Florida; Columbus, Geor- 
gia; Seattle, Washington; Spokane, 
Washington; Portland, Oregon; 
Louisville, Kentucky; Sacramento, 
California; Springfield, Mlinois. 
Cities with public ownership report 
doubled consumption and a 50 per 
cent reduction in rates. The pub- 
licly owned power plant at Taco- 
ma, Washington, has the lowest 
rates of any city in the United 
States as well as the highest aver- 
age annual consumption. The na- 
tional average is 1,225 kilowatt 
hours a year; in Tacoma it is 
3,640. 














